
3rd
© 2023 University of Florida. 

All rights reserved.  Item #767305

The Spy’s Secret
from the Key Hunters series, #2
written by Eric Luper	 illustrated by Lisa K. Weber

Best friends Cleo and Evan find a dazzling silver key that can unlock amazing 
storybooks stored in a magical underground school library. But when they use 
the key, they are whisked away straight into a spy adventure! Their mission is 
to catch a bad guy named Viper and stop him from giving away top-secret 
spy stuff. Will Agents Cleo and Evan save the day and stop Viper? Hang on to 
your seats and get ready for a fun-filled, action-packed, wild ride!

Before reading,
you could ask ...

Talking with children about the books they 
read is the best way to build brain power 
and help them understand what they are 
reading. Ask questions that help children 
understand the who, what, when, where, 
why, and how components of books.

You can:
•	 Discuss interesting facts, and 

compare them with what you already 
know about a subject.

•	 Imagine how the story might be 
different, and talk about it together.

•	 Create a new ending to the story.

Encourage children to talk about what 
they are reading every day!

November
Family Reading Tip of the Month: 

Talk About What Your 
Child Is Reading

Oh no! Sneaky undercover spies from the 4th grade have captured the 
principal of your school! They won’t release her until she promises that 
school lunches will be tastier. Agent Third Grade, your mission—should you 
choose to accept it—is to get the principal back! These everyday items are 
secret gadgets. Guess their special powers and note down your ideas!

If you could design a magical world hidden beneath your school, what would it 
be? Describe how it looks and what you would do there. Who would be allowed 
inside, and who would not? Explain the reasons for your choices.

Check for Understanding

Operation Principal Rescue!

Pick three gadgets to help you on your mission. Make a plan of how you will 
use the gadgets in your mission to save the principal. Write down the steps 
you will take. But watch out, the 4th-grade spies really want tasty lunches, 
and they won’t give her up easily!

Plan:

1. 

2.

3.

.

.

.

Spies are experts at using 
disguises to blend in wherever 

they go. Who or what would you 
pretend to be?

What else are you wondering 
about this story?

If you were a spy for a day, 
what code name would you pick? 

Why?

Look at the front cover. 
How will Agents Cleo and Evan 

escape the sharks?



Superpowered Suffixes!
Did you know that words can have special 
endings called suffixes? A suffix has 
superpowers, as it can change the meaning of a 
word when it is added to the end of a base word. 
As you read, keep an eye out for those super 
suffixes that give base words extra powers!

Read the word on each key. Identify super suffixes. 
Write the suffix in the space below the key. The first 
one is completed to help you get started!

Base words 
are complete 

words and can’t be 
broken into smaller 
parts and still make 

sense.

feeling dangerous

laughed magicalmysteriously

toothypressing

Calling all word spies! 
Your mission: Choose three base words to power up by adding super suffixes. 
You can use the book, or invent your own undercover vocabulary. Have fun 
cracking the suffix code!

-ing

Answer Key 
dangerous /-ous, laughed /-ed, mysteriously / -ly, magical /-al, pressing / -ing, toothy /-y

lurched (p. 35): If you lurch forward, you make a sudden movement forward. 
The sub quickly lurches forward as it chases after Cleo and Evan.

minimal (p. 27): Something that is minimal is very small. Cleo does not want 
to come to any harm at all, even though Avery promises it will be minimal.

glanced (p. 15): If you glance at something, you take a quick look, then look 
away. When Evan quickly glances back, he sees a red speed boat behind him.

accomplish (p. 2): If someone accomplishes something, they manage to get it 
done. When Evan finishes the puzzle, he feels that he can accomplish anything 
he sets his mind to.

Top Secret Spy Words
Dive into a world of exciting and interesting vocabulary words. In the book, 
you’ll come across some new words that you might not know. Don’t worry—
learning new words is like cracking a top secret spy code, and it makes 
your language skills come alive! Start by reading the new words below, then 
complete the fun activity. The first one is already completed to help kick-start 
your thinking!

Write the new 
vocabulary word. Use the new word in your own sentence.

Write two other 
words that have 

the same meaning.

accomplish
complete

fulfill

It feels good to finally accomplish the huge 
task of tidying my room!


